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#3
RUMOUR:
“Some of the family reunification ap-
plications are being directly processed 
through the German Embassy and not 
Katehaki.”

For more information:
http://www.griechenland.diplo.de/Vertretung/griech-
enland/el/04/Visabestimmungen/Visabestimmungen.
html

To apply for family reunification at the German em-
bassy of Athens, you must have a valid passport. You 
can apply online for an appointment if a core mem-
ber of your family lives legally in Germany. You will 
have to apply with an email to the German embassy 
to schedule an appointment. The German embassy 
website has all the documents you will need to sub-
mit an application for family reunification. 
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#2
RUMOUR:
“If they refer us to hospitals, the ap-
pointment would be after 2 or 3 
months.” 

For more information:
https://newsthatmoves.org/en/access-to-free-public-
healthcare-for-asylum-seekers-in-greece/ 

Emergency medical situations will be dealt with 
immediately at Greek hospitals. If you receive a re-
ferral for a hospital appointment for problems that 
are not life-threatening, you will have to wait for 
an available appointment with a specialist doctor. 
Greece has been experiencing an economic crisis 
for many years, so waiting lists in Greece are often 
quite long because many people depend on public 
healthcare.
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#5

RUMOUR:
“I use the public transportation to come 
here and they say it’s free for the refu-
gees but yesterday I was stopped by the 
police and thankfully a Syrian gave me 
one of the tickets he was provided by 
Praksis.”

For more information:
 https://newsthatmoves.org/en/is-public-transporta-
tion-free-for-refugees-in-greece/

Public transportation in Athens and Thessaloniki is 
not free of charge for asylum seekers and refugees. 
The government has not issued any directive guar-
anteeing free transportation to them. You must pur-
chase your own transportation ticket or face a fine. 
In Athens, an “integrated” ticket valid for 90 minutes 
on buses, trams and in the Metro, costs 1.40 euros. 
If it is discounted for kids aged 7 to 12 years, families 
with more than three children, or people older than 
65, it costs 0.70 euros.
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#4
RUMOUR:
“They are using the school to teach kids 
music and dancing, not to educate them.”

For more information:
https://newsthatmoves.org/en/inclusion-of-refugee-
children-in-schools-in-athens/

Informal education in camps in Greece is run by vol-
unteers, with programs differing from one informal 
school to another. However, starting in September, 
Greek authorities plan to provide refugee children 
with formal education by including them in public 
schooling. Large official sites like Skaramangas, for 
example, will have branches of local schools. Refu-
gee children in smaller camps will be taken by bus 
to local schools. They will learn the Greek language 
and have other subjects in Farsi or Arabic.
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#1
RUMOUR:
“France is refusing all those accepted 
for relocation.”

For more information:
http://asylo.gov.gr/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/
Relocation-procedures-up-to-31.7.16_en.pdf 

France accepts asylum seekers from Greece through 
the EU Relocation Program. As of July 31, France had 
accepted the most asylum seekers of all participating 
member countries, with 1,098 people relocated there 
from Greece. France rejected only 155 out of 2,456 for 
applications for relocation from Greece. EASO (Euro-
pean Asylum Support Office) is the responsible agen-
cy for the EU Relocation Program. 

A
N
SW
ER

?

Things can change quickly.  

Check newsthatmoves.org for news about your journey.

Got a question?
Ask us on newsthatmoves.org 
Also on Facebook.com/newsthatmoves

All of the rumours are collected among refugees passing through Eu-
rope. By identifying misinformation and hearsay and responding to it 
with relevant, factual information, NewsThatMoves aims to keep the 
refugee population at the forefront of our communication response.


