
February 19, 2013 

 
President Obama      
The White House       
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW     
Washington, DC 20500  

Dear President Obama: 

We applaud your long-standing commitment to protect human dignity through freedom of expression, 
and we share your belief that the exponential growth of information and communications technologies 
(ICTs) represents an unprecedented opportunity to expand democracy and build prosperity around the 
world.  

Your Administration’s support for media and ICT development has both increased the impact of foreign 
assistance and improved the perception of the United States globally. Your strategy is backed by research 
that has proven that countries with more diverse, vibrant and independent media also have stronger 
economic development and better governance, lower corruption and stronger rule of law.   

During your second term, we encourage you to make support for local media and ICTs a centerpiece of 
your foreign assistance strategy by integrating policy and funding in six areas:   

• Economic Empowerment: Stronger media correlates with stronger growth and less income disparity. 
Investing in the media and ICT sectors around the world fuels workforce development in the important 
knowledge economy, while closing both the digital and participatory divide. 
 

• Democracy Building: From the Arab Spring to renewed openness in Burma, local media and ICTs 
have been at the forefront of political change, and must continue to be a core strategy of democratic 
development. 
 

• Internet Freedom: The laudable embrace of the internet freedom agenda should continue and be 
expanded, ensuring that all citizens of the world enjoy affordable, safe and unfettered access to the 
internet. 
 

• Humanitarian Relief: In the aftermath of humanitarian crises, information has proven to be as 
essential as the delivery of food, water and shelter. All emergency relief efforts must include a 
commitment to communicating with disaster-affected communities. 
 

• Global Health: Information is the first line of defense against the spread of communicable diseases 
like HIV/AIDS. The unprecedented success of engaging local media in public health debates in Kenya 
is a model that should be replicated around the world. 

 
• Environmental Protection: Too often local communities that are most affected by environmental 

degradation lack the information they need to improve their situation. Robust local media and ICTs 
can help change that. 
 

Media and ICTs are proven tools to empower women and disenfranchised groups. Media and ICTs are 
proven tools to expand participation in economic and civic life for all members of society. Making the 
development of free and secure local media and ICTs central to foreign assistance will increase the 
effectiveness of US foreign policy. During your first term, you and your administration have done much 
to advance this agenda. President Obama, you now have an opportunity to do even more to grow the 
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information and media space as a catalyst for citizen engagement, political stability and economic 
prosperity across the globe. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration.   

CC: Secretary John Kerry and Administrator Rajiv Shah

Signed:
Brian Atwood, University of Minnesota* 
Joyce Barnathan, International Center for Journalists* 
Donna Bojarsky, Foreign Policy Roundtable* 
Chris Boskin, publisher, media advisor 
Jeanne Bourgault, Internews 
Kathy Bushkin Calvin, UN Foundation* 
Doug Carlston, Tawala Systems* 
Greg Carr, Gregory C. Carr Foundation*  
Matt Chanoff, TechForecasters, Inc.* 
Simone Coxe, board of World Affairs Council* 
Lorne Craner, International Republican Institute*  
Larry Diamond, Stanford University* 
Paula Dobriansky, Harvard University* 
Esther Dyson, EDventure*  
Charlie Firestone, Aspen Institute, Communications and Society Program* 
Alan Gershenfeld, E-Line media* 
Dan Gillmor, technology writer and columnist 
Lee Hamilton, former Congressman (ret.) 
Leslie Harris, Center for Democracy and Technology* 
David Hoffman, Internews  
Ellen Hume, Annenberg Fellow, former journalist 
Larry Irving, Irving Group* 
Susan King, journalist and journalism professor 
Bill Kovach, journalist and founder of the Committee of Concerned Journalists*   
Rebecca MacKinnon, blogger, journalist and Senior Fellow at New America Foundation*  
Monique Maddy, EZUZA*  
Harlan Mandel, Media Development Investment Fund*  
Jillian Manus, Manus Media & Literary Agency*  
Sascha Meinrath, New America Foundation, Open Technology Institute* 
Jamie Metzl, Senior Fellow at the Asia Society* 
Susan Moeller, Philip Merrill College of Journalism, University of Maryland* 
Maureen Orth, journalist, contributor to Vanity Fair *   
Xiao Qiang, UC Berkeley Information School* 
James Rosenfield, JHR & Associates*    
Steven Salyer, Salzburg Seminar* 
Ivan Sigal, photographer, non-profit media manager 
Joel Simon, Committee to Protect Journalists* 
Anne-Marie Slaughter, Princeton University* 
Sandy Socolow , Cronkite Productions, Inc. (ret.)* 
Cristiana Falcone Sorrell, advisor to the World Economic Forum*  
Marguerite Sullivan, Center for International Media Assistance* 
John A. Walsh, ESPN* 
Jillian C. York, Electronic Frontier Foundation* 
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