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Data Overview

With a total of 54 unique rumors collected for
April 2022, we have noticed that
misinformation trends are revolving around
the top subtheme of "Long-COVID" including
the risk of blood clots after having contracted
the disease. Rumors surrounding home
treatments and remedies for the virus, as well
as new variants, also continue to circulate.

A false statement by a former minister of
health regarding expired vaccine shipments
from the US resulted in renewed circulation of
anti-vaccine rumors. Offline rumors collected
by partners among the Syrian refugee

community stated that "the second vaccine
dose could result in death, while checking in to
hospital for treatment from side effects could
also increase one's chances of death." This
could result in slower vaccine uptake among
the general population, particularly when it
comes to the second and third doses.

Lower vaccine rates could become problematic
ahead of large political gatherings during the
elections period, particularly as trust in public
health facilities continues to decrease due to
lasting socio-economic and political challenges.

KEY THEMES AND SUB-THEMES

Total Number of Rumors Online for April 2022: 54
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Risk Levels
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Total Number of Rumors Offline for April 2022: 224

Analysis

Two events affected the spread of COVID-
19 rumors: (1) the conflict situation in
Ukraine and (2) the pre-election phase in
Lebanon which have both induced a
heavy flow of information, misinformation
and disinformation.

Although COVID-19 is no longer a top
discussion topic due to more pressing
socio-economic and political concerns,
rumors about finding new cures and
home remedies are still most common. A
larger number of rumors about long term
symptoms linked to long-COVID and new
ways in which the virus has been
spreading have also been collected.
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Moreover, as the war in Ukraine
dominates international headlines, rumors
regarding COVID-19 being a hoax or being
created in a lab have been circulating
again for the past two months. This could
be linked to the decrease in testing and
lower positive cases in general.

Lastly, vaccine hesitancy is also on the rise
as political candidates take advantage of
the election period to criticize the COVID-
19 response or vaccination efforts in order
to gain attention or votes from the public.
Vulnerable  population  groups are
particularly vulnerable to this rhetoric
which might result in slower uptake of
second and third doses.

For more information on the project, visit
https://internews.org/resource/rooted-trust-
rumor-bulletins-lebanon/




