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(Trust Bangsamoro) is Rooted in Trust Philippines’ biweekly rumor
bulletin for humanitarians. Rooted in Trust is a global and local
humanitarian response run by Internews to fight the spread of rumors
on COVID-19. In the Philippines, the focus is on the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM).
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HUMANITARIAN BULLETIN COMPILATION

Feel free to email, print, or use our bulletins for your materials!
Here’s the full set of humanitarian rumor bulletins we’'ve produced.
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COVID-19 NEW VARIANT IS SENSATIONALIZED

“The new COVID strain in Europe and USA is more contagious but less fatal. Here in Cotabato City, those
who are commonly infected seem not to feel anything at all. We get some positive results since we do the
RT-PCR test and surprisingly, most recovered even with COVID. Sometimes we don’t mind anymore about
the infection and just treat the injuries. Those who died here with COVID-19 complications are those with
severe diseases. They are going to die anyway even without the virus. COVID-19, you are nothing, but
sensationalized by people who wants to earn money.” (Male Doctor, 60+ years old)

Rumor risk level: Medium Platform: Facebook Reactions: 72 Comments: 11 Shares: 43

Despite news on COVID-19 vaccines, there is no clear end to the
pandemic. Health and humanitarian actors must continue to
strengthen risk communications and community engagement on
COVID-19 to ensure protocols remain in place.

From the Information Ecosystem Assessment (IEA) conducted by
Internews in BARMM, communities have showed high awareness on
COVID-19 health protocols such as wearing of masks and hand-
washing. However, beyond compliance, there is minimal
understanding as to why these protocols need to be followed. A
significant percentage of communities also believe in COVID-19
rumors.

The IEA report recommends health and humanitarian actors to
partner with trusted and influential members of communities, such
as religious leaders and local health workers, to strategize and
implement sharing of much needed information and strengthening
two-way communication with communities.
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COVID-19 VACCINES KILL PEOPLE

“They will still go on with the vaccination even after the death of Tiffany Dover. | have a link that | can share to
those who want to know. Don’t get vaccinated if you don’t want to die. That Tiffany in the left is impostor. It is no
longer her.” [with screen captured photos of two identical women said to be Dover].

(Male, 26-35 years old

Rumor risk level: High Platform: Facebook Reactions: 825 Comments: 2,200 Shares: 937

“We are miserable. | won't really get vaccinated if it will just cause me death.” [with social media card by local
media organization Brigada News with screaming head saying: 23 people died of vaccines; and subtext saying:
23 nursing home patients allegedly died after they got Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines in Norway and the those who
died were elderly and had existing diseases.]

Rumor risk level: High Platform: Facebook Reactions: 172 Comments: 50 Shares: 361

Health and humanitarian actors need to understand the root causes of vaccine hesitancy, varying
contexts and crisis experienced by communities, and vaccine complexities to effectively
communicate COVID-19 vaccine safety prior to its roll-out.

¢ Visualize information on vaccine safety by using stories, photos, and graphics. For example,
during the height of rumors on COVID-19 testing, CMYM'’s Sindaw Ranaw Facebook Program
visited a hospital where a local health expert explained and showed the COVID-19 testing
process.

* Be transparent about risks and side-effects of COVID-19 vaccines. Avoid directly debunking
myths. Instead, provide information that is easy to understand and contextualized to the religion
and values of the Bangsamoro people.

¢ Provide a space where people can freely ask questions, provide their feedback, and easily
access correct COVID-19 information in their local languages.

¢ Support capacity building initiatives for local information providers, journalists, and community
leaders to improve COVID-19 vaccine communications. This includes trainings on science and
health reporting for journalists and workshops to plan COVID-19 vaccine risk communication
and community engagement strategies.
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COVID-19 VACCINE HAS PORK GELATIN COMPONENTS

“Will you agree to be vaccinated against COVID-19 if it is mixed with pork? COVID-19 vaccine has pork
gelatin components.” (posted with a link to an article on UAE Islamic body issuing fatwa approving COVID-
19 vaccine even with pork).

Rumor risk level: IOW Platform: Facebook Reactions: 2 Comments: 10 Shares: 7

At the global and national level, governments are working closely
with religious leaders and faith-based groups to support COVID-19
vaccine information campaigns by addressing skepticism and mis
and disinformation. Health and humanitarian actors must take the
lead in localizing and contextualizing these discussions to the
BARMM context. Facilitate regional and community-level dialogues
on COVID-19 vaccines between health experts, government, and
religious leaders to discuss that COVID-19 vaccines are safe and
halal and identify key strategies to communicate this effectively to
the Bangsamoro people

CONNECT WITH US!

Have you spotted a COVID-19 rumor? v toBirietommtt Local voces. Globalchange.
CLICK & SUBMIT HERE. A

For feedback, suggestions, and questions, please . IDEALS,..
contact Leanne Lagman at ylagman@internews.org | A
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